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Derrell Clifton Willson

MAR 21, 2022

D errell Clifton Willson, 88, passed away Monday, March 21, 2022. He is preced
in death by his parents Thomas E. and Cecil Willson; loving wife Anne
Willson; daughter Lynda Evans; son-in-law Larry Evans; and brother Tom Wilson.
Left to cherish Derrell’s memory are his son Cliff Willson and wife, Brenda;
daughters Pat Gilliam and husband, Ronnie, Janet Stiles and husband, Richard;
brothers Robert Willson, Royce Willson; ten grandchildren; twenty one great
grandchildren; one great great grandchild, and a host of many other dear family and
friends.

Derrell enjoyed a full and happy life. He joined the United States Air Force in 1952 serving for
twenty-six years during two major conflicts: Korea and Vietnam. He was extremely proud of his
service and often told stories about his travels and experiences. During the Vietnam conflict
Derrell spent several years at various Air Force bases in Thailand working on the F-105
Thunderchief fighter jet. He retired as First Sergeant and returned to his hometown of La Porte,
Texas. Derrell worked for Houston Coca Cola Bottling Company for twenty years as an inventory
specialist. He and his wife, Anne enjoyed their time traveling in their motor home often with a
number of their grandchildren. When asked what he was most proud of, without hesitation
Derrell would say his family. He was an animal lover and enjoyed raising Appaloosa horses. He
also enjoyed birds of all kinds. Derrell would spend many hours sitting and watching his birds in
the backyard. He was always happy with a smile on his face and a laugh you could not mistake.
Derrell would often say, “someone told me you only go around once in life, and I want to make
sure no one has more fun than I do”. He will be missed but never forgotten.

Services for Derrell will be held at Clayton Funeral Home, 201 S. 3rd Street, La Porte, Texas.
Visitation is scheduled Sunday, March 27, 2022, from 5:00 — 7:00 pm. The funeral service will be
held on Monday, March 28, 2022, at 10:00 am, with Reverend Kevin Gilmore officiating.
Interment will follow at Grandview Cemetery, in Pasadena, Texas.
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Tribute Wall Derrell Clifton Willson

Pam And Buddy Bodine posted:
We send you thoughts of peace and comfort at this time. With Love,

March 27 at 7:00 PM

Hannah Fitzgerald posted:

Paps doing what grandpa's do best loving on his grandbabies. This is him with his Great Great
Granddaughter Abilene who at time was a few months old. He would have been welcoming his Great
Great Grandson Breck in June. We will cherish memories we have with him and know he will be
watching down on us the day our sweet boy is born.

March 24 at 7:00 PM

Hysaw Family - Jim, Gloria, Nick, Jennifer, Mason & Ryder posted:
Please accept our most heartfelt sympathies for your loss.

March 24 at 7:00 PM

Betty, Doyle And David Hinton And Beth Council posted:

With loving memories of Derrell Willson. Derrell had such a wonderful smile and laugh and always a
great story to share. You will be greatly missed.

March 23 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Derrell by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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